Polish Unde rground 


Harold Weisberg 


It was on September 28, 1939 that open military resistance to the 
Nazis by the Polish Array ceased with the fall of Modlin fortress. A hopelessly 
unprepared, wretchedly poor Poland, disunited, led by fascists and anti- 
Semites, hawing fought with reckless braviry, finally sucsoumbed to ths 
overwhelming strength of the panzers. 


Proudly the Nazi high command announeed the 500,000 Polish prisoners 


it had taken 


been pat to work in Herman industry or were harvesting the 


Polish sugar-beet crop. 

Poland is lost”, most people thought, and Poland was given up as 
lost to the Nazis until the Nazis were finally whipped. 

Sven the Nazis thought Poland was lost and that the Poles had given 


up. But not fbr long. Hardly had they buried their first dead - for this 
was the first military opposition to the Nazis - when the Hitlerites were 


astounded and confhsed by what the "lost" Poles had done. 

On November 7, 1939, Poland was blanketed with a statement inspir- 
ingly labelled "Manifesto of Freedom". This statement said it had been drawn 
up by representatives of various labor organizations which had gone under- 
ground. After explaining how the corruption and weakness of the former govern- 
ment hat hastened the collapse of Poland, the manifesto reported to the people 
what progressive forces had done since the defeat and announced the struggle 
was going to continue for the achieving of 10 objectives* 

ffeese ineludsdijfall political freedom and independence Elimination 


of all possibility that privileged groups might seize power over the masses, 
the workers, peasants and intellectuals ^"political democracy. . .a workers* 
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and peasants' government enjoying "Ike confidence of the people wad represent- 
ing -feke interests of all workingmen" ^abolition of large landed estates by 
■urn, of a thorough. . .agrarian reform. . .and the abolition of monopolistic 
organizations such as cartels* syndicates* etc. . . .an&^-protection of small 


businessmen" ; a democratic military force* "shich will preclude and easts 


system" }7 n fall political, economic and cultural equality. Bace doc trines 
and anti-Semitism must be eliminated from public life in Poland" ;P "universal 
free education" {^freedom of science and religion^ social protection of all 
people S%it a foreign policy" based on mutual understanding and full coopera- 
tion with all free peoples. • .particularly with the nations with which 
Poland has to live in good neighborly relations." 

The manifest© concluded* "The struggle for such a Poland is a 
struggle for freedom^: justice, and peace. The fight for such a Poland is 
a straggle for Socialism and in this straggle the masses of Poland. . .are 
not isolated. . .We fight under the noble slogan, "For your freedom and ours." 

Inter this slogan, the age-old slogan of the Poles in their unsuc- 
cessful fight for freedom, tho anti-fascist masses organized. This manifesto 
was a beginning. Jews in particular, with their freedom from persecution 
and complete equality promised, flocked into the Underground. 

From this beginning the Underground has grown larger, broader and 
deeper. Today it includes not only labor unions, but peasants* organizations 
and groups representing all segments of Polish life. 

Today, in fact, the Underground is an army, partially mobilized 
and fighting the Nazis. Full mobilization awaits the coming of help in the 
form of a western front, which will force the Nazis to decrease the size of 
the army of occupation. Meanwhile, the Underground is employing every weapon 
in its relentless straggle against the Nazis. It is safe to say they have 
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cost the Nazis mors men and materials than the conquest of France and the lev 
countries. 

How this amazing feat was achieved by a people who in. 1939 were 
about the most illiterate and poorest in Europe, in the face of unbelievable 
barbarities inflieted up@n them by the Nazis, is one of the most inspiring 
stories of this world-wide war against international fasoi an. 

Coranlete documentation and names will have to wait for the day of 
Yictory, but a brief summary can be given without revealing anything to the 
Nazis* They know this story! 

Prior to September 1939 Poland, like many other European countries, 
had a semi-fascist government. It’s foreign policy was based upon friendship 
with Hitler and hatred for the Soviet Union. Even when faced with a Hitler 
invasion, the fascist rulers of Poland fought alone rather than accept the 
offered assistance of the Soviet Union. 

As the Polish government became more and more fascist and move and 
more repressive, rivalling even Hitler in its persecution of the Jews, in its 
opposition to unions and peasants organizations, the masses cf Poland began 
to organize resistance. In 1937 the government issued an edict demanding the 
suspension ©f a series of papers published and distributed by the teachers* 
union. The teachers refused to comply and struck against the government. 

When the trade unions announced their support of the teachers, the government 
retreated. Similarly, the comparatively strong peasants* union engaged in 
successful strikes of a political nature, forcing the release of political 
prisoners from concentration camps. 

When the war began there were about a million Poles who were members 
of trade unions. They were to form the nucleus of the Underground. 


Tk» Underground would law® come oven If Si tier hadn’t, t<se the Pole* 
would not hare tolerated their government aid its brand of fascia® much longer. 

It was actually in the process of being organized by the workers* and peasants* 
groups, to be employed against Polish reactionaries whan Hitler struck. 

With the military defeat a great unity came to the Poles. Coaaaon 
experiences bound them together. Men who had fought side by sits in the army, 
or had hidden from tho Stukas in the same cellar, kept in touch with each 

other. 

In tbBlr long struggle for freedom th© Poles learned that their fate 
is tied up with the fate of freedom-loving and democratic leople throughout 
tho world. Proudly, agents of the Underground in the United States point out, 
the Polish people have been represented in every major struggle for freedom 
beginning with the American Revolution. In these years the Poles have learned 
that they wont be free unless their neighbors are, that Polish freedom demands 
freedom for the Czechs, French, Norwegians and other Europeans, this under- 
standing h»a added to the unity of the Poles themselves. 

This unity was clearly shown following the establishment of the 
ghetto in Warsaw. Immediately the labor units of the Underground published 

a proclamation, "Be Ludu Prueu jaoego Warszawy” { 

) denouncing anti-Semitism. They declared the establish- 
ment of tho ghe tto was aimed not only at th© Jews but at all Polish workers. 

Its purpose, they said, was to disunite the various nationalities. 

"There are no grades, better or worse, in slavery," they said. 

"There are no privileged slaves among those who are oppressed by the brutal 
invader. There are only those who continue to fight and those who have yielded. 



This demonstration of solidarity was greeted fey tfee Jews in the 
publication "Voice of Youth", published by Jewish ^outh inside the ghetto. 

The cover of this journal carried a cartoon showing hands shaking thwough a 
broken ghetto wall, symbolizing the unity of the Jews and non-Jews. The 
legend read, "All men are brothers - yellow, brown, black, white. Folk 
races and climates are calculated fables. Long liwe the international 
brotherhood!" (approximate) 

Gentiles responded by tearing down part of the ghetto wall, from 
the out si do. This daring act went unpunished, for the Hants newer eaugit 
the men who did it* 

Nothing shows the unity and success of the Underground quite as 
well as the following incident, which secured on February 4, 1941* 

Under the very nose of the Gestapo, representatives of 2,000 
organizations in the Underground actually held a meeting in occupied Poland, 
a meeting that could be called a Congress. Here, without detection, these 
representatives drew up a second program and incorporated it in a document 
entitled, "Manifesto to the People of the World." 

After reviewing the military defeat this manifesto again condemns 
persecution of the Jews and the ghetto. It appeals to all the free people 
for help and concludes i 

"Look at the bloody face of the ’new order’ which a victorious 
totalitarianism holds in premise. Look at our country, which is being trans- 
formed into a vast graveyard. This is the fate which awaits the conquered. 
The brutal methods of wholesale extermination, the systematic moral and 
physical tortures which are inflicted today by the invaders upon millions of 
peoplo outdo the darkest pages of human history. 



"The wap of today, the war against the instigators of war, ia 
ahoTe all a defense of the very foundation of civilization, a defense of 
the most elementary human rights. In this conflict, no one can remind 
neutral. We call upon the nor king people of the world to unite with us in 
the struggle against the new tyranny. Let the century-old slogan of polish 
liberation — For Tour Freedom and Ours. — lead us today in our fight for 
Freedom, Equality and Independence! 1 * 

Had there been a single traitor among any of the delegates, <r in 
any of the organizations represented, the Gestapo would have wiped them all 
out in a single bloody stroke. 

That there were no traitors and the mooting wont unmolested is a 
tribute to all Poles and eloquent testimony to their integrity and eourage. 

But part of the credit is due the Nazis, for they have welded the 
people into this strong, responsible movement. It is the only possible answer 
of a valorous people to the barbarities and unspeakable tortures of the Nazis. 
And the only answer the Nazis have is mere torture, more and greater barbarities. 

Nazi rule in Poland is nothing less than a systematic campaign to 
eradicate the Poles. At the rate they are going it will take them only 10 
years to eliminate these "baser" people, ly September 1941 over 2,000,000 
Poles had been "deported" to German dy, to become slaves in Nazi industries* 

Other Polos were sent to other Nazi— e eeupi ed countries, to replace Germans 
bent to live in Poland. Beaumonts in the possession of the refuge govern- 
ment in London show over 500,000 guiltless souls murdered or incarcerated 
by formal action of Nazi authority. Nobody knows how many were slqughtered 
or sent to concentration camps without the flimsy sanction of Nazi "law." 
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where the 


Hazl soldiers, trained into degeneracy, hare a free hand except 
people can stop them* Swarming over Hie country like hungry rata 


they take what they want. Whsrever there le a little food, they eat it. 


Where they find a Jew they torture him. One of the moat inspiring photo- 
graphs smuggled out of Poland by the Underground shows a bearded Jew standing 
firm, with his chin up, hi a shoulders back and hi a eyes shining defiantly 


while a group of laughing, uniformed Herrenfolk, the Nazi supermen, pull his 
beard out, hair by hair. 


In one of the provinces, 630 of the 650 Catholic priests hare 
"disappeared.* 


Women are the particular lust of the Nazis. In village after village 
they rounded up the women and led them off into the woods for what the .polish 
Review calls "the unspeakable fate." laving indulged their bestial lusts they 
usually shot their victims on the spot. 

In Warsaw there wore cases Whore Nazi officers, after an evening of 
drinking in one of the larger and more popular restaurants, cleared the floor 
and simultaneously raped every waitress. Those officers for whom there Were \ 
no women applauded their colleagues, \ 

Also in Warsaw the Nazis have erected a monument to their culture* 
They have taken ever a Polish literary shrine, the farmer home of Adam / ,> \ 
Sienkiewiez, the famous Polish writer, author of Quo Tails, on Trebaeka \ 4 
Street and converted it into a swanky house of prostitution for the axeluJU 
ive use of high army officers. The slaves of Nazi lusts, of course, wire ; y 

/'U 

hand-picked from the flower of Polish womanhood . After a short service in /i ! 

■ / ' i , 

this establishment they are shipped to the front, where they serve the / ’’ A 
soldiery. In the Nazi Array prostitution is a high- command ' trust. When these i 
poor to men become pregnant they are sent to Germany to bear cheir children, f 

who rapst b|e delivered to the State, 
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This Is the worse that life can bold, Mid death is a welcome relief* 
*Pbe plight of those rasa shorn the Nazis do not kill, because they 
mast ha we hands for the fields and factories, is slightly better, the theo- 
reticians have figpires out that they oan be softened up and made into drunkards 
and gamblers. Hence vodka is plentiful and readily available in Poland. 

This Nazi trick has failed. The Underground discovered what the 
Nazis were up to and launched a eanpaign against it in the Underground psoas. 
The prese of the Underground is, next to the Underground itself, perhaps the 

most amazing thing in Poland today • 

There are over 100 regularly appearing publications, eaeh the organ 
of a group or dedicated to a special purpose. Several are issued by Jewish 
groups. Host are put out by trade unions. Certain of the papers specialize 
in identifying Gestapo agents or "collaborationists" , who are named, described, 
and sometimes even photographed. Usually names and addresses, ine hiding those 
of relatives and friends of the traitors, are given. Some of the papers toll 
how best to slow dom production, how to resist the Nazis without incurring 

retribution, Mid how to sabotage machinery. 

Generally these papers dehunk and warn people against Nazi propa^nia 

and earry the truthful news of the battlofronts. fhey have done a tremendous, 
job of educating the Pules, carefully explaining everything, discussing, the 
issues and showing what must be done. Without this press, the largest in 
Nazi-held countries, the Underground would not be as strong* 

The real si gnifieanco of the size and success of the Underground 
press is hard for citizens of a free country to grasp, first of all, the Nazis 
have strictly-enforced regulations controlling paper, and it is very hard to 



obtain. ayi presses and ■type mast be obtained under extraordinarily difficult 
circumstances. But tbs number of papers and the circulation per issue is 
constantly increasing. 

lack paper prints from 500 to 15,000 copies per issue. It takes tbs 
coordinated effort of about 250 people to prepare, print and circulate eaeh 
issue • Every copy reaches about 20 people. Any place along the lino a single 
spy could turn up hundreds of^pople who would be instantly and uncsromoniously 
killed by the Nazis. To date only one or two papers have been detected by the 
Gestapo, only a few of the more than 20,000 distributers have been caught. 

It doesn’t sound so hard to us in the United States, but the organ- 
ization ©f the Underground and its agencies was a superhuman# job. After a 
while morale reached a very low ebb. It reached its lowest after the collapse 
of franco , when the Gestapo came across information in french hands that led , 
to the death of thousands of anti-fascist Poles. 

But with tha invasion of th© Soviet Union morale soared to now heights 
and the major function of the Underground became sabotage, especially aimed \ 
against Nazi communi cations. The wracking of Nazi trains and motorcades, 

\ 

the burning of oil storage tanks and related activities has been a real help 
to the Bed Any. Industrial sabotage has seriously diminished Nazi production. 

then the workers in a factory in Skarzysko refused to wor k on pro- j 
duct ion for the Nazi army the Gestapo took 300 of them to the edge of town, s, 
made them dig a large trench, lined them uplon its brink and mowed them dawn 
with machine-gun fire. 

Immediately the Underground retaliated by wrecking two munitions 
trains and made off with 100 cases of ammunition before the soldiers strived. 
Eventually, the Nazis got it all back - second hand. 
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”*** thing. that hat. happen.! ia Poland. th. aahi.T«at. at th. 

r.ll.h anti-faaciat Toro.., hat. haan duplieated on a Italian , M 1. in all th. 
oeeup je d countries. 

Workers in a .art ridge factory neap Li eg. pained 1.800,000 
»f Edition by " forgetting” th. powder. Labor aenaaript. .rented an airpark 

Bn “ Ml ‘ *-*'■“ H- *» .halters on tearing an air-rid 

Wren. Thia group seized hundred, of Hezi rifle. and machine gun. with em- 
Whition and .core, of grenades which ham a in., exploded in (Jarman camp., 

‘ nPPl7 ° 01 ““' ami ° m °"- Belgian labor can.cript. kilted 112 Hart. 

Wh#n th ® 7 destroyed an important Essen arms factory. 

m Franca BO parent of th. railroad, ara not in tenting eandition. ; 
In Czeehaslorakia. third largast arm. prodnear in Hitter', terapb, ( 
aahotaga is well organized. It. meat important ptent, th. teat Skada.orte ’ 
a» m»n, ha. tean alaaad fa, day. at a tin. faUaeig dyterttlng af it. 
POwar station. Workbre in this plant hat. painted hug. tartaite. an tte wil^i. 
and under this slogan hare .toted dam product ion. la aha. W affaatim f\( 

thia trick la, if each wart., but 8 minuta. ah hour th. aapnalty ar'ij 't 

this ana plant ia ent 7,300,000 aaa-heura a year, _ f [ 

teat year a dozen photographer, of Honragian Underground took i 
tetlon Piatnra. af tarlou. military object! tee, .nah .. th. rabnilt d.fan... F 
ofShrrik. Tte BUT roturnad with tet jfcdjr h«teb. ttet lulled «... 

In Tugeslatla Hitler i. naing wore traap. to fight the Chrtnik, 
tfe»a Napoleon used to take Moscow. 

ill Undergrounds ar. in aloaa aaoparation «th ...h otter, including 
*1» Sermon Underground, which gives them strength. 
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Aad these are only seme of the things the Undergrounds and the 
peepias of the occupied eouatrieo have done, not only for themselves, but for 
the people of all the United Nations. Like the Poles, they know what they 
are fitting for - freedom - theirs and ours. 

Daily they run risks and make sacrifices undreamed of in unoccupied 
countries. This is particularly true of the Jews, who run the greatest risks. 
Their contributions to our common cause is great. They ask of us in return 

only that we help them. The only way we ean help them happens to be what we 
must do for ourselves. 

We must open a front in western Europe, as we have promised. 

When we do that, watch the Underground come upj 



